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1. Summary  

 
1.1 This report provides background information for a discussion with the Deputy Mayor for Education 

and Culture about recommendations made by the Mayor’s education inquiry and the Mayor’s 

response to them. 

 
 
2. Recommendation 

  

2.1 That the Committee notes the report as background to its question and answer session 

with the Deputy Mayor for Education and Culture. 

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 The Mayor announced the establishment of an education inquiry in November 2011.  The inquiry 

published its final report (“Going for Gold – Turning achievement into excellence in London’s 

schools”)1 in October. 

 

3.2 The inquiry set out two major drivers for future education provision: the growth of London’s 

population means there is increasing pressure on school places – 90,000 more are needed by 2016 – 

and at the same time there is rising demand for youngsters to develop skills in science, technology, 

engineering and maths (STEM), as well as modern foreign languages. 

 

3.3. The inquiry’s final report made 12 recommendations which the Mayor has broadly accepted and his 

response is attached as Appendix 1. In particular, the Mayor committed to: 

 Set up a unit called New Schools for London, to identify new sites for free school groups. 
Working closely with the boroughs and Department for Education, the Mayor wants to be able 
to utilise land and some of the property portfolio owned by the Greater London Authority. 

 

 The establishment of a new London Schools Excellence Fund, to promote teaching excellence 
and help tackle underperformance, particularly in literacy and numeracy, science, technology, 
engineering and maths. The DfE has said it will support this Fund in principle, subject to further 
detailed discussion about design and objectives. 

                                                 
1 http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/The%20Mayor's%20Education%20Inquiry%20Final%20Report.pdf 



        

 

 A London Curriculum for lower-secondary schoolchildren, using the city itself as an 
educational tool, through its rich history, role on the national and international stage and its 
unparalleled cultural assets, to the benefit of all young Londoners. 

 

 The creation of the Gold Club, an annual scheme to identify and celebrate schools that are 
achieving greatest success, including amongst the most disadvantaged pupils, and share their 
practice more widely.  

 
 
4. Issues for Consideration  
 
4.1 The Deputy Mayor for Education and Culture has been invited to attend the meeting to take 

questions from Members on the findings and recommendations of the Inquiry and to set out next 

steps for the Mayor and GLA. The Committee will use the discussion to inform its future work plans 

and decide how further follow-up work should be pursued.  

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the authority to do what is recommended in this report. 

 
 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 

 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

 

Appendix 1 – The Mayor’s response to the Education Inquiry final report:  

http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Mayor%20of%20London's%20Response%20to%20Panel%

20Report.pdf  
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